optical axis is in particular parallel to the direction of light emission 15 of the light emitting 

element*; fe g. r laser diodes) . . — 

Page 13, lines 20-25, please delete the paragraph in its entirety and substitute therefor: 
\)^ / When the subassembly 10 is fixed on the bracket 7, at first the engaging section 2a of 
the holder 2 is inserted in an engaging hole 7a formed on substantially the center of the 
bracket 7 such that the engaging section 2a can rotate in a direction indicated by an arrow E. 
Then the subassembly 10 is fixed to the bracket 7 by screwing screws 9 to holes 2d. 



IN THE CLAIMS 
Please cancel Claims 2, 7, 12, and 17 without prejudice or disclaimer. 
Please amend Claims 1, 3, 6, 8, 11, 13, 16, 18, and 21 as shown in clean form below: 
l\ (Twice Amended) A multi-beam scanning device comprising: 
a lasW diode array having at least three light emitting points arranged in a package at 
an equal intervsd and configured to emit respective laser beams that form corresponding laser 
beam spots on a Acording medium at a minimum recording interval, wherein 

the laser beams from the at least three light emitting points scan the recording medium 
in a main scanning direction while being at least one of on and off so as to form a light image 
having the minimum receding interval in the recording medium, 

the equal interval isVot greater than the minimum recording interval, 
the at least three light emitting points are arranged such that the corresponding laser 
beams spots on the recording medium are arranged substantially in a line in a direction 
orthogonal to the main scanning di^ction, and 

wherein any one of the laser be^ms is used as a clock laser beam configured to 
determine a timing of starting each main scanning. 
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3 \ (Amended) The multi-beam scanning device according to Claim 1, further 
comprising? 

an abrformal lighting detector configured to detect abnormal lighting of the one of the at 
least three light emitting points configured to emit the clock laser beam; and 

a laser beam changer configured to change the clock laser beam to any one of the laser 
beams emitted by theVther light emitting points normally emitting a laser beam, when the 
abnormal lighting detector detects abnormal lig hting. 




6. (Twice Amended) An image forming apparatus comprising: 
a recording mediumXand 
a laser diode array having at least three light emitting points arranged in a package at 
an equal interval and configured to emit respective laser beams that form corresponding laser 
beam spots on the recording medium at a minimum recording interval, wherein 

the laser beams from the at least three light emitting points scan the recording medium 
in a main scanning direction while being at least one of on and off so as to form a light image 
having the minimum recording interval <m the recording medium, 

the equal interval is not greater thanlthe minimum recording interval, 
the at least three light emitting pointsWe arranged such that the corresponding laser 
beam spots on the recording medium are arranged substantially in a line in a direction 
orthogonal to the main scanning direction, and 

wherein any one of the three or more laser learns is used as a clock laser beam 
configured to determine a timing of startinR each mam scanning. 



8. (Amended) The image forming apparatus according to Claim 6, further comprising: 
an abnormal lighting detector configured to detec\abnormal lighting of one of the at 
least three light emitting points configured to emit the clockVlaser beam; and 
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Q^V^ a ^aser beam changer configured to change the clock laser beam to any one of the laser 
beams emitted by the other light emitting points normally emitting a laser beam, when the 
abnormal lightik g detector detects abnormal lighting . 



yy[\\. (Twic\Amended) A multi-beam scanning device comprising: 

a laser emittiife means for emitting laser beams, comprising at least three light 

emitting points arrangeckin a package at an equal interval and configured to emit the at least 

three laser beams to form corresponding laser beam spots on a recording medium at a 

minimum recording interval,) 

wherein the laser beam&from the at least three light emitting points scan the recording 

medium in a main scanning direction while being at least one of on and off so as to form a 

light image having the minimum recording interval on the recording medium, 
the equal interval is not greater than the minimum recording interval, 
the at least three light emitting points are arranged such that the corresponding laser 

beam spots on the recording medium are arranged substantially in a line in a direction 

orthogonal to the main scanning direction, and 

any one of the laser beams is used as \ clock laser beam configured to determine a 
— timing of starting each main scanning. 

^Jj^ 13. (Amended) The multi-beam scannin^device according to Claim 1 1 , further 
comprising: 

an abnormal lighting detection means for detecting abnormal lighting of one of the at 
least three light emitting points configured to emit the clock laser beam; and 

a laser beam changing means for changing the clock laser beam to any one of the laser 
beams emitted by the other three light emitting points normally emitting a laser beam, when the 



abnormal lighting detection means detects abnormal lighting. 



16. (Twice Amended) An image forming apparatus comprising: 



m^ans for recording data thereon; and 

means for emitting laser beams, comprising at least three light emitting points 
arranged in a pkckage at an equal interval and for emitting laser beams to form corresponding 
laser beam spots Oui the means for recording at a minimum recording interval, 

wherein the laser beams scan the means for recording in a main scanning direction 
while being at least onfe of on and off so as to form a light image having the minimum 
recording interval on th^neans for recording, 

the equal interval i^iot greater than the minimum recording interval, 
the at least three lightVmitting points are arranged such that the corresponding laser 
beam spots on the means for recording are arranged substantially in a line in a direction 
orthogonal to the main scanning direction, and 

any one of the laser beams from the at least three light emitting points is used as a 

rlnrV lager heam for determining a timeVo start earh main spanning 




18. (Amended) The image forming apparatus according to Claim 16, further 
composing: 

means for detecting abnormal lighting o^the at least three light emitting points that is 
used to emit the clock laser beam; and 

means for changing the clock laser beam to £ny one of the laser beams emitted by the 
other three light emitting points, when the means for detecting abnormal lighting detects an 
abnormal lighting condition. 



anno 



| 2 L (Twice Amended) A multi-beam scanning d^yice comprising: 

a light beam emitting array comprising three or mork light emitting elements, which 
are arranged at predetermined locations and which emit respective laser beams to form 
corresponding laser beam spots on a recording medium at a minimum recording interval, 
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wkerein the three or more laser beams scan the recording medium in a main scanning 
direction wliUe being put on or off to form a light image having the minimum recording 
interval on the Recording medium, 

wherein tnk three or more light emitting elements are arranged such that the 
corresponding laser b^am spots on the recording medium are arranged substantially in a line 
in a direction orthogonal 10 the main scanning direction, and 

any one of the laser b^ams from the at least three light emitting points is used as a 
clock laser beam for determiningya time to start each main scanning. 



Please add new Claims 27-31 as shown below: 



27. (New) A multi-beam scanning device, comprising: 
S a laser diode array having at least tftree light emitting points arranged at an equal 

interval and configured to emit respective lasV beams that form corresponding laser beam 
spots on a recording medium at a minimum recording interval, 

wherein the at least three laser beams fromVhe at least three light emitting points scan 
the recording medium in a main scanning direction to form a light image having the 
minimum recording interval in the recording medium, 

the equal interval is not greater than the minimurr^ecording interval, and 

one of the at least three laser beams is configured to^e used as a clock laser beam to 
determine a starting time for each scanning. 



28. (New) An image forming apparatus comprising: 
a recording medium; and 
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v - 

a laser diode array having at least three light emitting points arranged at an equal 
interval andVonfigured to emit respective laser beams that form corresponding laser beam 
spots on the recording medium at a minimum recording interval, 

wherein\he at least three laser beams from the at least three light emitting points scan 
the recording medium in a main scanning direction to form a light image having the 
minimum recording Viterval on the recording medium, 

the equal interval is not greater than the minimum recording interval, and 
one of the at leasmhree laser beams is configured to be used as a clock laser beam to 
determine a starting time fot each scanning. 

29. (New) A multi-beam scanning device comprising: 

a laser emitting means for Spitting laser beams, comprising at least three light 
emitting points arranged at an equal Viterval and configured to emit the at least three laser 
beams to form corresponding laser bea^i spots on a recording medium at a minimum 
recording interval, 

wherein the at least three laser bearfs from the at least three light emitting points scan 
the recording medium in a main scanning direction to form a light image having the 
minimum recording interval on the recording nredium, 

the equal interval is not greater than the minimum recording interval, and 
one of the at least three laser beams is configured to be used as a clock laser beam to 
determine a starting time for each scanning. 

30. (New) An image forming apparatus comprisir^: 
means for recording data thereon; and 
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